


From challenges to opportunities



“Business as usual” vs. smart urban dev.
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Urban Sprawl Compactness

Segregation Integration

Congestion Connectivity



The UN-Habitat three 
pronged approach

URBAN DESIGN

Three pillars of 
Future Cities Programme

▪ Form that generates value.
▪ Good rules and regulations and a financial 

plan that manages value and attracts 
investment.

As well focus on Cross-Cutting Issues:
Environmental Safeguards, Social Safeguards (Pro-poor Strategy), Gender 
Mainstreaming and Human Rights Mainstreaming Strategy



Collaboration, cooperation and communication

Jurisdictional coordination

– both vertical and horizontal.

The role of different actors in 

communication during a development 

and planning process

The tripple-helix model, collaboration 

between public, private and academia. 

Source: SymbioCity approach



A blue-green network and other urban 

landscape elements, can be connected to 

provide attractive, green public spaces and 

support ecosystem services. 

9m² 
Is the minimum amount of green space per 
capita recommended by the WHO, which 
recommends all residents live within a 15-
minute walk of a green space.

Public space – the common denominator?





Reference: Integrated Master Plan Belmopan, Belize

1. Adequate provision of 
streets and public space 
(50%)

2. Mixed land use (housing, 
commercial, public)

3. Social mix (different tenure 
types) 

4. Adequate density 

5. Connectivity (public 
transport, walking)



Reference: Georgetown, Penang, Indonesia

▪ UNESCO Heritage Site since 2008, after long-term, bottom-
up petitioning from Penang Heritage Trust (PHT)

▪ Georgetown is a palimpsest of European, Indian, Chinese
culture

▪ Online inventory of Intangible and Tangible Cultural
heritage – Traditional Trades and Occupations Directory

▪ The historic center as a Special Area Plan (SAP) with a Core
heritage zone and buffer zone

▪ Have strict regulations on buildings built around the
heritage buildings – preserving the streetscape as well as
the individual buildings

Focusing on the historic urban landscape, by:

▪ Financing conservation of historic buildings, implementing
zoning laws regulating new construction in the city

▪ Promoting cultural practices through events and awards
for craftsmanship in making cultural products (both
tangible and intangible)



Reference: Melaka, Indonesia



“Retreat”

“Defend”

“Attack”

A retreat strategy means that infrastructure and 
buildings gradually, i.e. through a long term planned and 
managed process, are moved to safer ground. The city is 
in essence gradually reallocated, i.e. it retreats, in order 
to avoid flooding. 

A traditional way to protect an urban district from 
flooding via flood defenses, e.g. walls or other “hard” 
measures. A defense strategy saves the city from 
reallocation and protects existing infrastructure, but can 
be extremely costly depending on how much protection 
is needed and the level of risk.

The attack strategy means that the city advances and 
builds out onto the water. Using modern technology but 
also traditional construction methods and designs that 
are adapted to flood risks and are made flexible to 
handle rising sea levels.

Building scenarios

Source: MistraUrbanFutures



Areas of historical interest Rivers and creeks

Source: Yangon Heritage Trust Source: YCDC



Source: Yangon Heritage Trust




