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3rd Asia-Pacific Water Summit  
@ Myanmar, 11-12 Dec 2017    

• Host : the Republic of the Union of Myanmar & Asia-Pacific Water 
Forum  (APWF) 

• Theme : Water Security for Sustainable Development 

• Participants: 145 government delegates and more than 700 officials from 39 
countries 

 



3rd Asia-Pacific Water Summit (3rd APWS)  
@ Myanmar, 11-12 Dec 2017    
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• Objectives:   
• To set out a course and pathway for the sustainable 

development of the Asia-Pacific region from water 
security perspective;  

 
• To provide and share concrete actions, solutions and 

innovation, as well as communication platform for the 
regional leaders to advance water security; and, 

 
• To enhance transboundary and multi-partnership 

cooperation for integrated water resources management, 
water-based economy and the implementation of 
globally-agreed agendas. 

 



4 (Myanmar News Agency) 4 

Leaders Statement toward Water Security for Sustainable Development 
 

Opening Speech: H.E.Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi 

Water can bring wealth and prosperity. It is also a means of forging trust and 

solidarity.  

We need to ensure the smooth functioning of our 

hydrological cycle, the water-energy-food-

ecosystem nexus. With Political will and the 

support of all stakeholders, we can surely achieve 

water security for all in our region.  



35 Leaders Statement &  
10 Parallel Thematic Sessions 

1 Reviving Hydrological Cycles: Rainwater Harvesting and 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 

ICIMOD 
Ministry o Land Infrastructure, 
transport Japan (MLIT) 

2 Governance for Sustainable Urban Water Supply JICA,  Yangon City Development 
Committee 

3 Improving Sanitation and Wastewater Management JSC, MLIT, Ministry of 
Environment, Japan 

4 Water and Disasters in the Context of Climate Change: From the 
Mountains to the Islands 

ICHARM, ICIMOD, Secretariat of 
Pacific Community 

5 Better Governance: Integrated Water Resource Management 
(IWRM) NARBO, UNESCO  

6 Water- Energy-Food- Ecosystems nexus 
FAO  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fisheries (MAFF)  

7 Roles for Women and Youth 
Water Mothers Myanmar, IWMI,  
Citizens Process of World Water 
Forum 8 

 8  Multi-Stakeholders Partnership for Regional Cooperation GWPO, ICIMOD 

9 Financing Implementation for Water-related SDGs ESCAP, APWF 
Asian Development Bank (ADB)  

10  Source to Sea (S2S) Opportunities in Asia and Pacific S2S Action Platform, FAO 5 



Outcomes of the 3rd APWS 

Adoption of Yangon Declaration:  

The Pathway Forward 

SDGs can only be materialized  
if water is valued and  
if water resources are 
effectively protected and 
managed for the 
enhancement of water 
security in all the countries of 
the region.  

Yangon Declaration is available at: 

http://apwf.org/apwf_wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Yangon-Declaration.pdf 
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• Sound water cycle management 

• Governance and inclusive development 

• Financing the implementation of water-related SDGs 

• Water cooperation at all levels 

Water Security for Sustainable Development 

Yangon Declaration: The Pathway Forward 

• To provide and safe affordable drinking water and basic sanitation for all in the 

region by 2025 

• To double investment at the regional level to address water-related disaster and 

significantly increase water security 

• To advance research and development as well as education and training 

• Apply measures tailored at local conditions of countries and communities 

through regional knowledge management   

Call for  

Actions 



Structure of the 3rd APWS Final Report 

1. Overall brief summary of the 3rd APWS 

2. Introduction of the 3rd APWS  

• 3rd APWS Logo (with the introduction of the concept) 

• Objectives of the 3rd APWS 

• 3rd APWS overall agenda  

3.  Statements from Day 1 and Day 2  

•  Opening and Welcome Remarks  

•  Leaders statement (DAY1/DAY2)  

•  Closing remarks  

4. Parallel Theme sessions  

• Parallel theme session agenda 

• Session Summary  

• Key messages from each Parallel Theme Session  

5. Yangon Declaration: The Pathway Forward 

 

Appendix (Participants list, Sponsors)   
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Yangon Declaration: The Pathway Forward 
“Call for Action” Document  

Structure  

• Overview of Water Security for Sustainable Development 
Challenges 
 

• Why is this key message important? 
 
• How to deliver? 

 
• How to scale-up? 
 
• Roles of each stakeholder 
 
• Showcase Actions 
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Yangon Declaration: the Pathway Forward 

Innovative Financial Mechanism  
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• Why this message is so important? 

• The region require more than USD 800 billion in investment 
through 2030 to develop water and sanitation infrastructure. 

• Countries in the region are in different stages in the financial 
sustainability spectrum. 

•  Financing approaches that incentivize collaborative partnerships, 
both centralized and decentralized, are necessary to attain water-
related SDGs  

 

 

 

 

Key message 3.1  Support the development of innovative and sustainable financial 
instruments that generate low-interest lending mechanisms, long-term cash-flow and 
attractive returns for high-impact water-related investment at multiple levels and scales 



Yangon Declaration: the Pathway Forward 

Innovative Financial Mechanism  
 

11 

• How to deliver  

Reform policy, institutional and regulatory frameworks is 
fundamental to create an enabling environment for achieving 
financial sustainability.  

Identify investment pressure points and financial schemes that 
can enhance public financial resources and leverage private 
capital 

Improve planning and implementation processes by creating 
overall sector and subsector strategies to address inter-sectoral 
thematic interventions; 

Selecting financial instruments and arrangements that make 
sense in the current business environment, linking banks of 
developed countries with countries with special needs; 

Improving the business model of water service providers to make 
it more sustainable. 

Offer incentives for technology innovation for water and 
sanitation, impose charges on water pollution and wastewater 
treatment  



Yangon Declaration: the Pathway Forward 
Innovative Financial Mechanism 

How to scale-up? 

Strengthen leadership on water resources management at top 
decision-making levels; 

Create indexes to standardize reporting towards SDG 6; 

Implement policy reforms to create an enabling environment for 
efficient management and financial sustainability. 

 Development of an SDG 6 index would need to expand the current 
analysis framework of the water security index from 5 key 
dimensions to cover other dimensions related to the 17 SDGs of 
the 2030 Agenda 

Provide future Summits with tools for prioritization of actions for 
collaboration among countries and with development partners.  12 



Roles of each key stakeholder 

Governments:  
• come up with financing strategies and 

regulatory reform and to leverage 
private sector investment;  

• Offer incentives for technology 
innovation  

Donors: 
Enable financing, innovation and lessons 
learned in the financial sector; 
 

Financial sector:  
Create innovative financial products and 
ensure their  sustainability and scaling up. 

NGOs, Research Institute/ Think Tank: 
• Create indexes to standardize reporting 

towards SDG 6; 
• Develop a regional monitoring system on the 

financing of water-related SDGs and target 

Financing the implementation of water-related 
SDGs 

Showcase actions 
Cambodia enhanced the sustainable business model of water service providers. Phnom 
Penh Water Supply Authority (PPWSA) achieved remarkable financial turnaround by 
extracting performance improvements. 



To advance research and development, as 
well as education and training, to generate 
innovative solutions  
The challenges 
• business as usual solutions are not sufficient 
•  Innovation needs research and development, as well as education and training, 

Education and research, training and development are mutually reinforcing and 
contribute to the transformation to sustainable and more innovative societies. 

•  there is no one-size-fits-all solution 
Ex) wastewater management 
• In order to halve the amount of untreated waste water by 2030, need to build 

new wastewater treatment facilities for 700,000 people everyday at global scale 
• Significant amount of human resources who engage in the actual work of 

managing sewerage systems, operating and maintaining on-site facilities and 
conducting septage management are required.  

• Create systems that promote, regulate and recognize these people socially 
 
How to deliver/ How to Scale up 
• Sharing knowledge, successful experiences, execute collaborative projects 

through Asia Wastewater Management Partnership (AWaP), launched in the 3rd 
APWS by Japanese Government, etc   
 



One of Follow-Up Activities 

Capacity Building Programs to Upscale Innovation    

• Entry Point for Yangon Declaration  

• Develop and implement with the knowledge Partners among the APWF and 

the other new partners, which  is also in line with Myanmar’s Master Plan   

• Introduce and increase local showcase actions  

• Create the opportunity Together, Jointly learn, implement, and monitor 

What we can offer 

• Mobilize the resources for the implementation in accordance with the 
theme/topics/key messages of Yangon Declaration by strengthening the 
partnership among APWF and the other new partnerships 

• Develop and increase human talents to execute Yangon Declaration and the 
Master Plan for the implementation through: 

• Seminar, Hands-on-training, fieldworks, etc about (1) Financing, (2) Project 
Design Development, (3) Monitoring/Evaluation (4) Management/ Operation 
(5) Innovation  

• Design Module & Enhance Project management capability together   

 

 

 

   



Thank You 
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