Parallel Thematic Session Agenda
(Tentative: As of 6th Nov)
Day1 13:30-15:30
Title:

Reviving Hydrological Cycles: Rainwater Harvesting and Sustainable
Groundwater Management

Session

Springs in the hills and mountains and wells in plains are the basic ground water

Objectives and

sources for domestic and irrigation uses. Groundwater also plays an important

Expected

role in sustaining ecosystem services as it provides base flow to river systems.

Outcomes

Groundwater source is increasingly drying up in many places as a result of
climate and other socio- economic, infrastructural and demographic changes.
Ensuring affordable and sustainable access to drinking and agricultural water
with maintaining the environmental flow, therefore, is a key challenge in the
entire Asia Pacific region. It assumes even more significance in the Hindu Kush
Himalayas (HKH) and the river basins that emanate from the HKH because these
10 rivers together support around 2 billion of Asia’s population, and support
some of the most intensively irrigated area in the continent.
Drying or decreasing groundwater sources can be revived through rainwater
harvesting and increasing infiltration that recharges aquifers, thus rainwater
harvesting and groundwater management have strong interlinkages and should
always be promoted in tandem. Furthermore, with the viewpoint of “water
cycle”, comprehensive and united approaches are required taking into
consideration each field of water; forest, rivers, farmland, urban area, lakes and
marshes, and coastal area.
The session will deal with four aspects of rainwater harvesting and groundwater
use: a) rainwater harvesting for domestic and agricultural uses, b) rainwater
harvest for aquifers recharge, c) ground water use and it’s sustainable
management in agricultural sector and d) holistic approach with the viewpoint
of “water cycle”.
Objectives of session is to share state of the art knowledge on ongoing
national/regional /local level water harvesting practices, strategies and policies
that contribute to a) access to safe drinking water during dry season for
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domestic and agricultural uses, b) increase infiltration to recharge aquifer that
provides water to springs and wells for domestic and agricultural uses, c)
success stories where groundwater, coupled with rainwater harvesting for
recharge has led to increase in agricultural production and d) foster sound
water cycle through the coordination among various stakeholders of water.
Outcome of the session are to consolidate actionable good practices/strategies
and policies on rainwater harvesting and ground water use and management
that have been widely adopted in the region with their implementation
processes, lessons learned, and approaches taken, and to recommend for
mainstreaming such knowledge in national plans and policies.
Key Words

Rainwater harvesting, ground water management, strategies, policies , water
cycle

Session Lead

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)

Organizer name
Session co-lead



organizer name

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) Japan,
WRM Department



Ministry of Education, Myanmar



Ministry of Border Affairs, Myanmar

Session Chair (s)

Ravi Narayanan, APWF (Chair)

name:

Director-General of Ministry of Education, Myanmar (Co-Chair)

Potential
Presenters/

Presenters (short 7 min presentation each):
1. Representative from relevant department in Myanmar (Ministry of

Panelists

Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation)
2. Mr. Madhav Dhakal, Associate Hydrologist, ICIMOD: Rainwater
harvesting in Shan State, Myanmar
3.

Tsutomu Nagata, Director, Water Conservation Division, Environmental
Promotion Department, Environment Bureau, Kumamoto City, JAPAN:
Sustainable Groundwater Preservation in Kumamoto.

4. Dr. Shahbaz Khan, Director, UNESCO Asia Pacific Regional Bureau for
Science.
5. Dr. Aditi Mukherji, Theme Leader , Water and Air Theme, ICIMOD:
Eight step method for spring revival
6. Paul Pavelic, IWMI, Laos
Panelists:
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Facilitator : Dr. Aditi Mukherji
7. Representative from relevant department in Myanmar (Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation)
8. Mr. Joern Kristensen, Executive Director, MIID
9. Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Win, Secretary, NWRC (TBC)
10. Toshio Okazumi, Councilor, Secretariat of Water Cycle Policy
Headquarters, Cabinet Secretariat, JAPAN (TBC))
11. UNESCO: Mr. Hans. D. Thulstrup, Sr. Programme Specialist for Water AP
regional Bureau
Program

Case study presentations: 45 minute

(90 minutes)

Q&A session on presentation : 15 minute
Panel discussion : 30 minute

Session summary

Rainwater harvesting is an important source of water for HKH and Asia pacific
region where alternative sources are not available and for sustaining ecosystem
and base flow of rivers. Location specific technological packages with 3R
approach will improve groundwater recharge and enhance functioning of water
cycle. The session will also recommend on approaches to mainstreaming water
harvesting and ground water recharge in national plans and policies.

Title:

Governance for Sustainable Urban Water Supply

Session
Objectives

OVERVIEW
and

This session will focus on governance for urban water supply. We will capture

Expected

the principles of good governance by the keynote address and will collect some

Outcomes

case studies from Cambodia and Myanmar. After these presentations we will
have a panel discussion to discuss the roles of the central and local
governments to improve governance for urban water supply.
BACKGROUND
The target 6.1 of SDGs set a global target to achieve universal and equitable
access to safe and affordable drinking water by 2030. In order to achieve the
target, it is important not only to expand access but also to improve the quality
of water supply service and to raise funds including private funds. It is required
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to establish standards and guidelines for the service quality to be satisfied, to
monitor the compliance, and to improve the enabling environment such as legal
system and finance system.
DISCUSSIONS
To achieve the target of SDGs, governance such as establishing and
implementing national water supply policy and water supply law is important.
Governance is deeply influenced by the historical and social background, and
institutions of each country, as well as the stage of development.
Therefore, while capturing the principle of good governance, it is also
necessary to have the perspective that appropriate governance can differ
according to the circumstances of each country.
OUTCOMES
The roles of the central and local governments are essential for supplying safe
and sustainable drinking water for the entire nation.
The central government needs to establish standards to be met by the water
supply utilities, enforce them, and conduct monitoring.
For the case of Myanmar, the central government needs to designate the
ministry and the division responsible for urban water supply, which shall
improve governance by enacting the water supply law, developing various
standards and guidelines, establishing a monitoring system, and so forth.
Key Words
Session

Water Supply, Governance, Sustainability, SDG 6.1
Lead JICA

Organizer name
Session

co-lead YCDC (tentative)

organizer name
Session Chair (s) Kunihiro YAMAUCHI ( Director General, Global Environment Department,
name:

JICA )

Potential

-

Prof. Satoshi Takizawa (The University of Tokyo, Japan)

Presenters/

-

H.E. Ek Sonn Chan (Secretary of State, Ministry of Industry and Handcraft,
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Panelists

Cambodia)

Session summary

-

National Water Resource Committee (NWRC) (Myanmar) (tentative)

-

Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) (Myanmar) (tentative)

Referring to the case of Cambodia, which has drastically improved its water
governance in recent years, and the case of Myanmar, where strengthening of
governance is an urgent issue, we will discuss the key principles necessary for
strengthening governance and the approaches for achieving SDGs target 6.1.

Program
Time
13:30-13:35
13:35-13:55

13:55-14:10

Program
Opening
Keynote
presentati
on
Case 1

14:10-14:20

Case 2

14:20-14:30
14:30-14:55

Case 3
Panel
Discussion

14:55-15:00

Closing

Title
Explanation of the Theme
Governance and Institution for Water
Supply

Presenter
YCDC
Prof. Satoshi Takizawa
(The University of Tokyo)

Water Supply Governance in
Cambodia

H.E. Ek Sonn Chan
(Ministry of Industry and
Handcraft, Cambodia)
Water Supply Governance in Myanmar National Water Resource
Committee (hereinafter
referred to as NWRC)
Water Supply Governance in YCDC
YCDC
Essential elements for Water
Moderator: JICA
Governance
Panelist: Speakers of
・ What is Governance?
keynote presentation and
・ The importance of governance for case studies
achieving SDGs
・ Government’s responsibility on
water governance
Summary of the Session
JICA

Title:

Improving Sanitation and Wastewater Management

Session

The Asia-Pacific region has problems related to both sanitation and wastewater

Objectives

and management. Firstly, there is a large proportion of its population without access

Expected

to basic sanitation, particularly in rural areas, but, for some countries, this

Outcomes

problem is not limited to rural areas but can also be found in some parts of

(300words):

urban areas. Moreover, the pollution of the water environment is worsening in
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the rivers, lakes and coastal waters of a great majority of countries, which is
particularly threatening the sustainable and healthy development of their urban
economy.
The session will review the current situation of sanitation and wastewater
management in the Asia-Pacific region and highlight the challenges faced in
both urban and rural contexts by introducing concrete examples of how
administration, utilities and operators, civil society organizations are responding
to the challenges in the following areas.
1. Institutional framework for sewerage systems
2. Urban sewerage system development
3. PPP introduction for urban wastewater management, including septage
management
4. Rural sanitation, particularly, behavior change
5. Securing human resources for sanitation and wastewater management
for both off-site and on-site sanitation
It is expected that the importance of mainstreaming wastewater management
in the development agenda together with continuous efforts for sanitation
improvement, through initiatives such as the establishment of the Asia
Wastewater Management Partnership (AWaP), will be discussed and agreed in
the session.
The results of the session will be reported at the Asia-Pacific Regional Process of
the 8th World Water Forum.
Key Words

Sanitation, mainstreaming wastewater management, SDG 6.2 and SDG 6.3,

(max. 5 )

experience and knowledge sharing
Lead Japan Sanitation Consortium (JSC)

Session

Organizer name
Session

co-lead -

organizer name

-

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan
Ministry of the Environment (MOE), Japan

Session Chair (s) Prof. Dr. Satoshi TAKIZAWA, The University of Tokyo
name:
Potential
Presenters/
Panelists

Potential Presenters:
Representatives of:
-

the Government of Japan,
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-

the Government of Myanmar,

-

the Ministry of Construction, Vietnam,

-

Manila Water Company, Inc.

-

WaterAid India,

-

Japan Sanitation Consortium

Potential Panelists:
-

Government of Japan,

-

Global Water Partnership (GWP) – South East Asia,

-

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),

-

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF),

-

Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand

Program

1. Opening Remarks

(90 minutes)

2. Sanitation and wastewater management in Myanmar
3. Institutional framework for sewerage systems in Japan
4. River clean-up by sewerage system development (case of Ho Chi Minh City)
5. Urban wastewater management through PPP scheme in Metro Manila,
Philippines
6. Rural sanitation in India and other Asian countries
7. Securing human resources for wastewater management and sanitation
in Japan and other Asian countries
8. Panel discussion
9. Chair’s Summary

Session summary

In the session will be reviewed the current situation and challenges of
sanitation and wastewater management in the urban and rural areas of the
Asia-Pacific region. Concrete examples of how administration,
utilities/operators and civil society organizations are responding to these
challenges will be shown. Finally, it will be emphasized that wastewater
management should be mainstreamed to achieve a sustainable
development agenda with the support of the Asia Wastewater
Management Partnership (AWaP).

Title:

Water and Disasters in the Context of Climate Change

- From the Mountains to the Islands
Asia-Pacific countries are closely related through water and its many
Session Objectives and
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Expected Outcomes

phenomena. Water supports Asia-Pacific lives and livelihoods, aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystems, and the economic benefits of agriculture, fisheries,
industry, transportation and commerce. The interaction of water through
atmosphere, land and ocean nurtures and enriches society and culture, and
supports our region’s continuing development.
Water also brings hazards, experienced through extreme events such as
drought and floods (including tidal surges in the coastal areas and glacial lake
outburst floods in the Hindu Kush Himalayas). These hazards are exacerbated by
climate change, inflicting increasing human and economic impacts from our
mountains through to our coasts and small islands. Climate change impacts are
compounded by the effect of sea level rise on our region’s coastal communities,
posing an existential threat to low-lying Pacific Island Countries due to coastal
inundation and impacted water resources.
The commonality and inter-connection of our region’s water issues opens the
opportunities for a holistic approach to be applied, from the region’s mountains
to its islands. Such an approach is only possible through effective sharing and
collaboration on data collection and analysis, knowledge development,
policy-making and the application of successful action on the ground.
This session presents a unique platform for high-level leaders of Asia-Pacific
States to meet together in an inclusive way to: discuss water-related disaster
and environmental risks intensified by climate change; explore common
challenges and their solutions; and collaborate on the development of effective
frameworks for action.
It is expected that the session’s dialogue will reinforce the regional
partnership and promote concrete actions towards three major accords: the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (Sendai Framework)
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change (Paris Agreement), and the United Nations International Decade
(2018-2028) for Action – Water for Sustainable Development, mainly focusing
on water and disasters, and will contribute to the Asia-Pacific Water Summit
Yangon Statement.

Key Words



Platform on Water and Disasters

(max. 5 )



Climate Change



Hindu-Kush-Himalayan Mountains



Pacific Island Countries (PICs)



International Decade (2018-2028) for Action - Water for Sustainable
Development

Session Lead Organizer ICHARM
name
Session

co-lead ICIMOD, SPC, HELP Secretariat

organizer name
Session Chair (s) name:

[PART 1]
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H.E. Ms. Melanie Schultz van Haegen, Minister, Ministry of Infrastructure and
the Environment, Kingdom of the Netherlands (TBD)
[PART 2]
H. E. Mr. Peter Thomson, President of 71st session of the United Nations
General Assembly, Permanent Representative to the United Nations of Fiji
(TBD)
[PART 3]
H.E. Mr. Henry van Thio, Vice-President, Myanmar (TBD)
Potential Presenters/
Panelists

[Part 1]
Key-note speeches:
- Dr. Han Seung-soo, Chair of HELP, Special Envoy of the UN
Secretariat-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Water (TBD)
- H.E. Ms. Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, President of Mauritius (TBD)
[Part 2]
Presenters: 10 representatives of countries from the sub-regional or sectoral
groups to be recommended by the session organizers
[Part 3]
Panelists: 8 national, regional and global leaders to be recommended by the
session organizers.

Program
Time
13:30-14:10

Program
[PART 1]
Keynote speeches by the world’s high-level leaders in
water and disasters
13:30-13:35 Opening address by Chair
13:35-14:05 Keynote Speeches (15min*2)
14:05-14:10 Summary and closing

14:15-15:35

[PART 2]
Presentations on water-related disaster and
environmental issues in the context of climate change,
focusing on science, governance, implementation and
capacity

16:05-17:00

[PART 3]
Panel Discussion focusing on the water problems from
the mountain to the Island responding to the points
raised by Part 1 and Part 2 for making systematic
outputs to input to the Yangon Statement
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Session summary

The Asia-Pacific region is especially vulnerable to water-related disasters,
however by collaborating to better understand the geo-meteorological and
socio-economic drivers or water-related disaster risks, the region can build an
effective platform to reduce risk, mitigate damage and effectively “build back
better”.

Title:

Water, Energy, Food and Ecosystems

Session Objectives and Water, energy, land and ecosystems are essential for many life supporting
Expected Outcomes

functions and key for satisfying basic human needs and development. Access to
these resources and their sustainable management are the basis for sustainable
development.1
Sector policies regarding water, energy, land and ecosystems are intertwined,
particularly in their trade-offs. Policies for one sector often entail consequences –
externalities – for the other three sectors, be they on a local, national, regional or
global scale. These interconnections add to current pressures on water and land
as well as on resources that fuel our energy system, and will thus exacerbate
existing scarcity problems, as the demand for food, water and energy is expected
to rise by 30–40 per cent by 2030.1
With world population increases predicted to reach 9.6 billion people by 2050,
with 8.3 billion people living in developing countries.2 We will be required to
increase food production by 60% during the next 40 years in order to feed the
growing world population.1
However, there is little room for increasing the amount of irrigation water against
these competitive demands (OECD Environmental Outlook 2050 (2012)).3 In
addition, the risk of natural disasters such as climate change, extreme weather
events, drought and flooding is getting higher. Subsequently, the uncertainties of
food production/supply are increasing.

1

DIE (2015). Post 2015: Why is the Water-Energy-Land Nexus Important for the Future Development Agenda?

Found at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/830Post-2015_DIE_BP%203.2013.pdf
2

World Population Prospects: The 2014 Revision (2015)

3

OECD Environmental Outlook 2050 (2012)
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The objective of this session is to contribute to development of agricultural sector
in Asia and Pacific region through discussing measures to further promote
efficient water use in agriculture, energy efficiency, the maintenance of
ecosystems and increase sustainable productivity while considering the
relationships between Water, Energy, Food and Ecosystems.
Key Words (max. 5)

Agricultural Water Management, Food Security, Energy Efficiency, Renewable
Energy Systems, Sustainable Agriculture, Agricultural Productivity, Ecosystems

Session Lead Organizer Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
name
Session

co-lead Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan (MAFF)

organizer name
Session Chair (s) name:

FAO
MAFF (Co-Chair)

Potential Presenters/

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Panelists

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia (UNESCAP)
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MOALI)
The Japanese Institute of Irrigation and Drainage (JIID)
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI)
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan (MAFF)
Mekong Region Futures Institute (MEFRI)
World Bank (WB)
Myanmar National Water Resources Committee (NWRC)
World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

Program
(90 minutes)

Interactive Roundtable Session
1. Opening: Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein (Mrs.) Secretary, Advisory
Group, National Water Resources Committee (NWRC), Myanmar (5
mins)
2. Introduction by FAO (5 mins)
3. Opening Presentations: (21 mins)


ICIMOD: CEO (7 mins)



JIID (7 min)



World Bank (7 mins)
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4. Panel Introduction by Moderator: Alex (MEFRI) (5 mins)
5. Panel Discussion: (45 mins)


MAFF



MOALI



FAO



WWF

6. Closing Remarks (by MAFF) (5 mins)
Session summary

The Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems Nexus session is designed to ensure cross

(50 words):

sectoral discussion and a larger debate about how to govern and coordinate
nexus issues. The underpinning of the session is to ensure as much stakeholder
interaction as possible and promote the exchange of regional challenges, best
practices and lessons learned.

Detailed Session Program:
Interactive

Time

Panel Session
Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein (Mrs.) Secretary, Advisory Group, National Water 5 mins
Opening

Resources Committee (NWRC), Myanmar

Introduction

FAO

5 mins

Opening

ICIMOD: CEO (7 mins)

21 mins

Presentations

JIID (7 min)
World Bank (7 mins): Daryl Fields (Senior Water Resources Specialist)

Panel

MERFI: Dr. Alex Smajgl

5 mins

Introduction
Panelists

1. MOALI

45 mins

2. MAFF
3. FAO
4. WWF
Closing

MAFF

5 mins

Remarks
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Title:

Better Governance：Inclusive Approach through good practices on water
governance and IWRM

Session

Objectives

and

Water needs to be managed successfully with consideration of ecosystem and

Expected biodiversity for sustainable development. Concept of Ecohydrology which is an

Outcomes

interdisciplinary study on relationship with water and ecosystem to improve

(300words):

water security is now discussed. To make it happen, integrated and holistic
approaches such as Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) has
discussed and implemented for the last few decades. The success of such
interventions rely on our ability to address and solve complex problems, taking
into account the contributions and views of all stakeholders concerned and
empowering all levels to take required action in a coordinated manner and
applying appropriate and applicable approach in structural and non-structural- in
other words, on our ability to ensure effective and equitable Water Governance.
The session aims to explore Asian Water Governance which fits with Asian
conditions and assist achieve SDGs 6, and practical actions on Water Governance
at field. At the endo of the session, summary document with 3 key messages will
be agreed aiming to contribute to ‘Yangon Declaration’ and the discussion at the
8th World Water Forum. As a supporting document, “IWRM Guidelines for
practitioners” will be made which promotes improvement of Water Governance
through practical method and shared through the regional platform.

Key Words

Water Governance

(max. 5 )

Sustainability
Applicable and Appropriate Approach (3 Apps)
Ecohydrology
Regional Platform

Session

Lead Network of Asian River Basin Organizations (NARBO)

Organizer name
Session

co-lead UNESCO

organizer name

OECD(tbc)

Potential



NWRC & MOALI, Myanmar (TBC)

Presenters/



OECD

Panelists



UNESCO



NARBO member organizations



MLIT, Government of Japan / Japan Water Agency
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Program

Time

Program

(90 minutes)

3 min

Opening

5 min

Welcome Remarks

50 min

Remarks / Speeches (5 min each)

15 min

Presentations by discussants

15 min

Plenary discussion

7 min

Summary & Closing

Session summary

Water Governance is a foundation of sustainable development, determining the
efficiency and equity of water resources management with consideration to
sound ecosystem. Improved water governance requires the building of mutual
trust at all levels through cooperation, transparency, sharing of experiences,
enhancing the study on this field such as Ecohydrology, and ‘Applicable and
Appropriate Approach (3 Apps)’. By facilitating the sharing of knowledge, data,
approaches and their application, international cooperative platforms have the
potential to play an indispensable role in promoting and supporting water
governance and the achievement of SDG6.

Title:

Roles of Women and Youth in Water Security and SDGs

Session
Objectives and

- To bring to the fore the role of women and youth in sustainable water use and

Expected

governance

Outcomes

- To make stride forwards in cooperation on inclusive water governance and gender
sensitive approach in the region
- To prepare key messages input to World Water Forum 8, the Action Programme of
the High-Level Panel on Water, and the upcoming Water for Sustainable
Development Decade

Key Words

Gender; youth; women; IWRM; SDGs

3Key messages:
1. National policies and local realities are often insufficiently aligned which is a
major bottleneck for achieving water security for all, and SDGs;
2. Decentralized water provision, management and safeguarding needs active
engagement of local communities; this is helped by pre-investment in building up
the social capital of local groups in particular, women and youth;
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3. Women and Youth are key actors that can help this process ahead, make
interventions more sustainable and reach the intended beneficiaries

Session Lead

Water Mothers Myanmar

Organizer name
Session co-lead
organizer name

IWMI International Water Management Institute, Citizens Process of World Water
Forum 8, and World Youth Parliament for Water (Asia Chapter)

Session Chair (s)
name:

- Dr. Anna Sui Hluan, Patron of Water Mothers
- Dr. Claudia Sadoff, Executive Director of IWMI

Potential
Presenters/
Panelists

- Keynote: Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein, Secretary, Advisory Group and Member
National Water Resources Committee: Building a framework for inclusive water
governance in Myanmar
- Ms. Salamatu Garba, SC member Women for Water Partnership and Coordinator,
participatory water governance for Citizens Process World Water Forum 8: Think
globally, act locally – linking local action to the implementation of SDG6 and the
International decade for Action ‘Water for Sustainable Development’ 2-18 -2028
- Asma Bachikh – President of World Youth Parliament for Water, Role of Youth in
Achieving Water Security and SDGs Globally
- Aye Myat Mon Kyaw, Hydroinformatics Centre (HIC), AIRBM Project – Gender
Mainstreaming in IWRM across ASEAN Region
- Dr. Barbara Janusz-Pawletta, UNESCO Chair holder in water Management,
Central Asia: Developing a Women for Water approach in Central Asia
- Mr. Ye Thu Aung, Hydroinformatics Centre (HIC), AIRBM Project – NWRC’s Young
Water Professional (YWP) Programme in Myanmar
-

Program

5’ Welcome and Introduction of Speakers by the Chair, Dr. Anna Sui Hluan

(90 minutes)

10’ Keynote speech by Prof. Dr. Khin Ni Ni Thein
5’ Presentation by Ms Salamatu Garba
5’ Presentation by Ms. Asma Bachikh
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5’ Presentation by Ms. Aye Myat Mon Kyaw
5’ Presentation by Dr. Barbara Janusz-Pawletta
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DAY2 9:00-11:00
Title:

Working Together: Multi Stakeholder Partnerships (MSPs) for Regional
Cooperation

Session

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – together with the Paris

Objectives and

Agreement on Climate Change and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk

Expected

Reduction, provide a renewed framework for development cooperation.

Outcomes

Multi Stakeholder Partnerships are recognized as crucial to leverage the
inter-linkages between the Sustainable Development Goals to enhance
their effectiveness and impact and accelerate progress in achieving the
Goals.
The Asia Pacific region (and Hindu Kush Himalayas region within it) have
been experiencing impacts of climate change, such as frequent floods,
cyclones, droughts, water scarcity, landslides, GLOF and many other
disasters. Regional cooperation through river basin management and
economic integration mechanisms is increasingly being sought for
enhanced development.
These issues can be addressed through multi stakeholder partnerships and
effective cooperation at the local to national and international level and by
consolidating, analyzing and sharing of knowledge on climate, disasters,
economic development, networking and building partnerships.
The main objective of the session is to share successful examples of Multi
Stakeholders Partnerships and their impact on regional cooperation in the
Asia Pacific region to address common challenges of the region. The
session will also highlight good examples of transboundary
data/knowledge sharing, transboundary river water sharing, flood event
information sharing, and regional networks established for regional
cooperation where policy makers, experts, planners, and practitioners can
exchange data, information, ideas and perspectives towards achieving
common solution.
Outcomes of the session are to contribute to better understanding of
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MSPs and their added value in the Asia-Pacific context; to recommend for
mainstreaming such approaches and strategies in national plans and
policies; and to make concrete recommendations for the World Water
Forum 8 political process.
Key Words
(max. 5 )
Session Lead

Multi stakeholder approach, regional cooperation, data and knowledge
sharing, networking Asia Pacific and HKH
Global Water Partnership (GWP)

Organizer name
Session co-lead

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)

organizer name
Session Chair (s)

Chair: Mr. Hla Maung Thein, Director General, MONREC-ECD, Myanmar

name:
Potential

Keynote 1 : Dr. Oyun Sansaajuren, Chair Global Water Partnership: on

Presenters/

functional and inclusive MSPs and what it takes to develop and maintain

Panelists

them.
Keynote 2: Dr David Molden, Director of ICIMOD: Learning and Knowledge
sharing among Governments
Panelists
-

Dr Sucharita Sen (tbc), Director of Saci Waters, India: The MSP
experience with the Brahamaputra Basin

-

Dr. Jiang, Ministry of Water Resources of China: The One Belt One
Road Initiative, as a mechanism of Regional Integration

-

Dr Ravi Narayanan, Chair of the Asia Pacific Water Forum;
Experiences in fomenting a Pan Asian Partnership

-

Ms Joan Carling (tbc), Asia Indigenous People’s Act, Human rights
and sustainable development in advancing the issues and concerns
of indigenous peoples in Asia

-

H.E Watt Botkosal, Global Water Partnership South East Asia
(GWP- SEA): The Mekong River Commission and the MSPs

-

NGO Representatives from Myanmar (tbc): the role of NGOs in
the MSP process.

Panel moderators: Dr. Yumiko Yasuda, GWP; Dr. Aditi Mukherji, ICIMOD
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Program

09:00 Opening words from the Chair

(120 minutes)

09:10 Key Note from GWP Chair
09:20Key Note from ICIMOD Director
09:30 Moderators introduce the panel
09:35 Short presentations from the 7 panelists (5 min each)
10:10 Questions and discussion with intervention from the public as well.
10:30 Proposition of key messages to communicate to the 8 th World Water
Forum (Chair) and discussion around tables.
10:45 Feed back in plenary
11:00 Closing of the MSP Session

Financing the Implementation of the Water-Related Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
09:00-11:00 hrs, 12 December 2017, Yangon, Myanmar
Background
Regional and Global Processes: High-level officials and policy makers at the side event of
Asia-Pacific Ministerial Summit on the Environment, delivered on 07 September 2017 on
‘Impactful Investments in Water Efficient Infrastructure’, highlighted that the 3rd Asia-Pacific Water
Summit (3rdAPWS) focus on transboundary and multi-partnership cooperation. Such cooperation
can be facilitated through improved utilization of the Integrated Water Resource Management
(IWRM) processes and water-efficient infrastructure investment, based on a systems-thinking
approach. A systems-thinking approach is congruent with the outcome of the 2nd Asia-Pacific
Water Summit, held in Chiang Mai, Thailand in May 2013. Ultimately, the systems-thinking
approach supports impactful investment and achievement of the 2030 Agenda SDGs. The 3 rdAPWS
features concrete actions, solutions, and innovations at local levels – with a specific emphasis on
achieving SDG 6 on clean water & sanitation within urban areas. Conclusions from the 3 rdAPWS
will be reported at, and provide the baseline of discussion for, the 8th World Water Forum
(8thWWF) in April 2017 in Brazil – and reflect the Asia-Pacific regional agreement.
Contextual Insights: Between 2000 and 20154, the proportion of people without access to safe
drinking water in the Asia-Pacific region declined from 17.8 percent to 6.3 percent. However,
despite these improvements in drinking water, most of the water sources are increasingly
contaminated with household, industrial, and agricultural waste. Population and industrial growth,
urbanization, inefficient use of water resources, and climate change (such as changing

4 ESCAP-ADB-UNDP data portal on SDGs, profile for SDG6, available at: http://data.unescap.org/sdg/
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precipitation patterns and sea level rise) are also adding to water pressures. Overall, the region is
only meeting 10 percent5 of its required water and sanitation infrastructure needs – and the
demands on this infrastructure is expected to increase through 2030. In this regard, how can policy
makers of developing countries in the region bridge the funding gap so that they have a real
opportunity to achieve the SDG targets and possibly go beyond?
A systems-thinking approach maps a country’s sustainable outlook and pathways, in conjunction
with the Agenda 2030 SDGs, to identify the leverage points for impactful policy implementation to
maximize investments. In looking at water with a systems-thinking approach, the funding gap for
implementing and attaining the water-related SDGs can be addressed. The following proposed six
inter-related strategic approaches are possible leverage points for impactful financing and
achievement of the water-related SDGs:
(i) improving the planning and implementation processes by creating an overall sector and
subsector strategy to address inter-sectoral thematic interventions;
(ii) correcting/enhancing the sustainable business model of water service providers;
(iii) pricing services coherently to balance financial with other strategic objectives;
(iv) bringing in commercial lenders and, where possible, the private sector as participants in
attaining water-related SDGs and in implementing impact investment approaches from public and
private sources;
(v) selecting financial instruments and arrangements that make sense with the current
environment, using ecosystem based approaches and in linking banks of developed countries with
countries of special needs;
(vi) creating funding and oversight programs and policy frameworks for incentivizing decentralized
water management financing system
Scope of the Discussions of the Round Table The main objective of the Round Table is to discuss
financing and timing to promote impactful investments for water efficient infrastructure, under the
concept frame of quality infrastructure, to achieve the SDG targets. The specific SDG targets to
be addressed are:
-

SDG 6.4 by 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and
ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity,
and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity;

-

SDG 6.5 by 2030 implement integrated water resources management at all levels,
including through transboundary cooperation as appropriate; and

5

SDG 11 by 2030 significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of

ADB (2017) Meeting Asia’s infrastructure needs. Mandaluyong City, Philippines. See
page xi.
20

people affected and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to
global gross domestic product caused by disasters, including water-related
disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations.
Key Questions to the Speakers (to be customised for each speaker)
1. What is the existing private and public investment landscape in water-efficient
infrastructure in your country?
2. What are the persisting challenges to bridging the gap between public and private
investments for water-efficient infrastructure, and what can be done to close this
gap in your country?
3. Alternative: How can IWRM facilitate better decision-making for financing of water and
sanitation infrastructure needs?
4. What are the existing timelines for receiving private and public investments in water
and sanitation in your country? Will the investment funds be made available to your
country in one lump sum, or in stages?
5. What are some practical methods and policies to attract and enhance public and
private investments in water-efficient infrastructure to ensure sustainable and
inclusive development?
6. How would implementing water-efficient infrastructure achieve SDGs 6.4 and 6.5,
and decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product
caused by floods and other water-related disasters?
7. Considering in the last few years international aid has fallen in financing water and
sanitation in the region, what is the potential for further financing in your country?
8. What factors went into your country’s decision-making process for selecting your current
financing mechanisms?

Alternative: why did your country chose its current financing

mechanisms in particular?
9. What lessons learned can your country share with the region from your specific
experiences with financing water and sanitation infrastructure, from public and/or private
investments?
Session Organisers:
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Session Chair:

ESCAP (tbd).

Contact person:

Mr. Stefanos Fotiou

and Ms. Aida Karazhanova,

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific / Environment and
Development, Thailand.
Tentative Schedule
Time

Agenda
Opening segment: Session Chair -ESCAP, co-chair- Myanmar

09:00 – 09:15
09:15 –09:25

Opening

Remarks

by

Dr.

Shamshad

Akhtar

(Ms.

TBD),

ESCAP,

Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary.
Moderator Remarks by (Mr. TBD)
Round Table with High Level Panel interventions and Reflections
Speakers:

09:25 – 10:30
(5 minutes per
speaker)

-

Thailand

-

Republic of Korea

-

Japan(tbd)

-

Bangladesh (tbd)

-

World Bank

-

ADB (tbd)

presentation

Discussants:

(optional)

on:

“Financing the Implementation of the

-

Cambodia(tbd)

-

Indonesia(tbd)

-

Singapore(tbd)

-

Philippines(tbd)

-

Malaysia

Water SDGs”, by Mr. Aldo Baietti,
regional

consultant,

8th

WWF

Secretariat.
10:30-10:45
10:45 – 11:00

Break
Closing segment


Summary by the Moderator of the High-Level Round Table:
ESCAP



Closing by Htun Lwin Oo (Mr.), Secretary, National Water Resources
Committee, Director General, Directorate of Water Resources and
Improvement of River Systems, Ministry of Transport and
Communications, Myanmar.

Title:

Source-to-sea opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region

Session
Objectives

The importance of improving fresh- and marine water quality and reducing
and
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Expected

marine litter is recognized by several goals in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Outcomes

Development. In June 2017, the UN Ocean Conference was held in New York
to accelerate the work towards SDG 14 on marine life below water. One
important outcome was the more than 400 voluntary commitments made by
countries, private sector, NGOs, development agencies and others to address
marine pollution from land-based sources. In 2018, the High Level Political
Forum of the UN General Assembly will review SDG 6.
Session purpose
This event will present opportunities for the Asia-Pacific region to instigate
action among upstream actors to reduce land-based impacts on coastal and
marine environments, drawing upon experiences of S2S Platform members
and other key actors in the Asia-Pacific region. It is an opportunity to focus on
the Asia-Pacific regional perspective on source-to-sea issues and build upon
the momentum for source-to-sea action in the region while linking it to
relevant processes at global level, both with focus on freshwater and oceans.
The outcomes from the session will be brought to a high-level panel on
source-to-sea management at the World Water Forum in Brazil, in 2018 and
from there towards the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) review of SDG 6.

Key Words

Source-to-sea, upstream/downstream, water quality, marine litter

(max. 5 )
Session

Lead The Action Platform for Source-to-Sea Management (S2S Platform)

Organizer name
Session

co-lead FAO (Regional Office Asia Pacific)

organizer name
Session Chair (s) Torkil J. Clausen, Chair of the Action Platform for Source-to-Sea Management
name:
Potential
Presenters/

All to be confirmed:


Panelists

Minister / high-level representative from Asia/Pacific country, eg. Fiji
or Indonesia



Dr. Jakob Granit, Director General, Swedish Agency for Marine and
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Water Management


Louise Whiting, FAO



David Molden, ICIMOD



S. Adrian Ross, UNDP-GEF PEMSEA



Tom Panella or Arun, Asian Development Bank



UNDP-GEF ridge-to-reef program Pacific (representative to be
identified/confirmed - reference contact, Andrew Hudson)



World Bank or Australian Water Partnership (Ayeryawady work –
representative to be identified/confirmed)



Mekong River Commission (representative to be identified/confirmed)



UNEP GPA or Regional Seas (representative to be
identified/confirmed)



Louise Herrmann, Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida) (Bangkok)

Program
Time

Program

9:00

Welcome by the session chair, Torkil J. Clausen, Chair of
the Action Platform for Source-to-Sea Management

9:10

Keynote 1: Minister / high-level representative from
Asia/Pacific country, eg. Fiji or Indonesia (TBC)

9:25

Keynote 2: Jakob Granit, Director General, Swedish
Agency for Marine and Water Management (TBC)

9:40

Technical keynote presentation

9:55

Panel discussion (up to six panelists)

10:55

Closing words by the session chair, Torkil J. Clausen,
Chair of the Action Platform for Source-to-Sea
Management

11:00
Session summary

End of session

This event will present opportunities for the Asia-Pacific region to instigate
action among upstream actors to reduce land-based impacts on coastal and
marine environments, drawing upon experiences of S2S Platform members
and other key actors in the Asia-Pacific region.

24

