SCALE, PROPORTIONS AND THEHUMANBODY INTHECITY

PuBLIC SPACE DESIGN INTERACTING WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND ENGAGING WITH PUBLIC

WORKsHOP 2019 - MoNG Kok, KowLDON
BY STl, MYANMAR LINIVERSITY. DEPT OF ARCHITECTURE. YANGON, MYANMAR
PROGRAM
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SCOPE OF THE DESIGN WORKSHOP:

THE POINT OF THIS DESIGN WORKSHOP WOULD BE TO GET BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF INCREMENTAL UPGRADES IN
LOW-INCOME NEIGHBORHOODS. THE WALLED CITY OF KOWLOON IS THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF AN INFRASTRUCTURE
THAT WAS DEVELOPED BY IT'S RESIDENTS, THIS LONG PROGCESS THAT BUILD UP THE DENSEST PLACE ON EARTH
STARTED WITH A SIMPLE GATED RESIDENTIAL SPACE. IN 90 YEARS, THE SPACE HAS SEEN A MAJOR CHANGE IN
DEVELOPMENT. EVEN THOUGH, THE LIVING CONDITIONS WERE EXTREMELY LOW AND THE ENVIRONMENT WAS INSALU-
BRIOUS, THIS PROCESS OF OPENING UP THE DESIGN TO IT'S USERS, HAVE THEM ENGAGE WITH THE BUILD ENVIRON-
MENT, HOLDS A NEW RADICAL IDEA OF COLLECTIVE AND INCLUSIVE DESIGN PROCESSES. OUR WORKSHOP WILL TRY
TO PROPOSE A SIMILAR PARTICIPARTORY PROCESS OF DESIGN TO RE-DEVELOP THE “KOwLOON WALLED CiITY PARK”,
USING PARAMETRICAL SYSTEMS WILL GIVE US THE POSSIBILITY TO DESIGN AN ECCLECTIC, ASYMMETRIC, ORGANIC
FRAMEWORK THAT CAN ALLOW A LARGE VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES TO TAKE PLACE WHERE LOCAL COMMUNITIES CAN USE
THE STRUCTURE AND INTERACT WITH IT. THE STRUCTURE CAN BE SEEN AS A 3D GRID WHERE THE PUBLIC HAS A DI-
RECT ROAL IN SHAPING AND ENGAGING. INSTEAD OF ACTUALLY DESIGNING A VERTICAL PUBLIC SPACE, WE WOULD BE
CREATING A PLATFORM THAT SUPPORTS ITERATIONS, ADDITIONS DIRECLY BY THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND PASSERBY.

THIS IS A NEW WAY OF SEEING PUBLIC SPACE IN URBAN LANDSCAPES AND COULD BE A GREAT FIRST ATTEMPT TO
START A DISCUSSION ON NEW FORMS OF DEVELOPMENT AND THE ROAL OF TECHNOCRATES SUCH AS ARCHITECTS
AND URBAN PLANNERS IN MDERN CITIES.



Date : 3" January 2019
Ref :STI-005/ C-1/2019

Subject : 2019 Architecture design workshop, Hong Kong

Dear Sir/Madam,

Following two successful design workshops in Israel and Yangon, STI Myanmar University is proud to
execute its 3" architecture design workshop. And this time - in Hong Kong.

This workshop would focus on acquiring technical skills along with visual ones.

The workshop would comprise of 8 to 15 students who would be accompanied by two lecturers: Arch.
Guy Nir, and Arch. Raphael Monnier. The workshop would include architectural tours in and around
Hong Kong, and consist of a 5-day hands-on grasshopper design workshop. Students would use acquired
tools to come up with architectural solutions for international urban problems.

Proposed dates for workshop: April 2019
Proposed schedule for workshop: attached to this document.

Sincerely hoping to have your cooperation in executing this workshop,

Sincerely,

g

Dr. Myo Myo Naing
Executive Director

STI Myanmar University
mmnaing@stiedu.net

Yangon Campus |  Block-10, Phase-lll, MICT Park, Hlaing Campus, Yangon, Myanmar. Tel: 49599 55 123 446-9 Fax: 951-652315

Yangon Campus ! No0.377, Upper Shwe Bone Thar Rd., Pabedan Tsp., Yangon, Myanmar. Tel: +95-1-377988, 378166, 09-420183155, 09-420131720
Mandalay Campus B 15/16, Corner of 66™ & Thazin Street, Chan Mya Tharzi Township, Mandalay. Tel : #9597 83 80 00 62-4

URL : www.stiedu.net email : info@stiedu.net



BLUE TEMPLE cO., LTD

BLUE TEM PI—E ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN PLANNING GROUP

PHONE: +95 (0) 9958989220
EMAIL: RAPHAEL.MDNNIER@GMAIL.EDM

THURSDAY 3RD OF JANUARY 2019

To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

FOLLOWING OUR PREVIOUS WORKSHOP TOGETHER WITH STl, MYANMAR UNIVERSITY, WE ARE THRILLED TO CONTINUE
WORKING CLOSELY WITH THEIR DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE ON THIS NEW PROJECT IN MONG KOK.

THE PREVIOUS DESIGN WORKSHOP WAS BASED IN YANGON, THE STUDENTS WERE GIVEN SPECIFIC LOCATIONS ALONG
AN ABOVE-GROUND WATER PIPELINE IN THE CITY. THEY WERE ASKED TO DESIGN BAMBOO MODULES THAT wOULD
RESPOND TO A SPECIFIC SOCIAL CONTEXT WITH THE PROSPECTIVES OF DEVELOPING COMMUNITY SPACE, SMALL
LOCAL BUSINESSES, SHELTER HOMESLESS FAMILIES, CREATING PLAYGROUNDS AND SPORT AREAS. THE POINT WAS
TO DESIGN A SOCIALLY ENGAGED LINEAR PARK IN YANGON, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF AN UNCANNY URBAN CONTEXT:
“GYoBYU PIPELINE INITIATIVE”.

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HONGKONG HAS ALWAYS BEEN STRONG, DESIGNTRUST (THE HONGKONG AMBASSADORS
OF DESIGN) HAS AWARDED US A SEED GRANT TO GET STARTED WITH THE ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION AND CONSTRUC-
TION OF THE PROJECT. MOREOVER, 2 HONGKONG BASED ARCHITECTURE PRACTISES HAVE RECENTLY JOINED OUR
PIPELINE INITIATIVE, AND ARE NOW DESIGNING MODULES TO BE INSTALLED ON THE SITE: MLKK AND L.E.A.D TO-
GETHER WITH MAVIS YIP AND KRISTOF CROLLA WHO TEACHES ARCHITECTURE AT CUHK.

OUR NEW DESIGN WORKSHOP WILL TAKE PLACE IN MONG KOK, KOWLOON IN THE “KOWLOON WALLED CITY PARK”.
PREVIOUS TO THE WORKSHOP, STUDENTS WILL BE ASKED TO MAKE RESEARCH ON THE WALLED CITY HISTORY AND
LATER PROPOSE IDEAS ON THE RE-DEVELOPMENT OF THE PARK. THE STUDENTS WILL ALSO BE TAUGHT ABOUT NEW
ARCHITECTURE SKILLS SUCH AS GRASSHOPPER ON RHINOS5.

WE HOPE TO GET YOUR SUPPORT AND ENGAGEMENT IN THIS INITIATIVE.

YOURS TRULY,

RAPHAEL MONNIER

ARCHITECT AND URBAN PLANNER
GRADUATE FROM MCGILL UNIVERSITY
CoO-FOUNDER OF BLUE TEMPLE IN MYANMAR




City of anarchy

Kowloon Walled City, located not far from the former Kai Tak Airport, was a remarkable high-rise
squatter camp that by the 1980s had 50,000 residents. A historical accident of colonial Hong Kong,
it existed in a lawless vacuum until it became an embarrassment for Britain.
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