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Scale, proportions and the human body in the city
Public space design interacting with local communities and engaging with public

Workshop 2019 - Mong Kok, Kowloon
by STI, Myanmar University. Dept of Architecture. Yangon, Myanmar
Program
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Scope of the Design Workshop:

The point of this design workshop would be to get better understanding of incremental upgrades in 
low-income neighborhoods. The walled city of Kowloon is the perfect example of an infrastructure 
that was developed by it’s residents, this long process that build up the densest place on earth 
started with a simple gated residential space. In 90 years, the space has seen a major change in 
development. Even though, the living conditions were extremely low and the environment was insalu-
brious, this process of opening up the design to it’s users, have them engage with the build environ-
ment, holds a new radical idea of collective and inclusive design processes. Our workshop will try 
to propose a similar participartory process of design to re-develop the “Kowloon Walled City Park”, 
using parametrical systems will give us the possibility to design an ecclectic, asymmetric, organic 
framework that can allow a large variety of activities to take place where local communities can use 
the structure and interact with it. The structure can be seen as a 3D grid where the public has a di-
rect roal in shaping and engaging. Instead of actually designing a vertical public space, we would be 
creating a platform that supports iterations, additions direcly by the local community and passerby.

This is a new way of seeing public space in urban landscapes and could be a great first attempt to 
start a discussion on new forms of development and the roal of technocrates such as architects 
and urban planners in mdern cities.
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To Whom It May Concern:

Following our previous workshop together with STI, Myanmar University, we are thrilled to continue 
working closely with their department of architecture on this new project in Mong Kok.

The previous design workshop was based in Yangon, the students were given specific locations along 
an above-ground water pipeline in the city. They were asked to design bamboo modules that would 
respond to a specific social context with the prospectives of developing community space, small 
local businesses, shelter homesless families, creating playgrounds and sport areas. The point was 
to design a socially engaged linear park in Yangon, taking advantage of an uncanny urban context: 
“GyoByu Pipeline Initiative”.
Our relationship with HongKong has always been strong, DesignTrust (the HongKong ambassadors 
of Design) has awarded us a seed grant to get started with the actual implementation and construc-
tion of the project. Moreover, 2 HongKong based architecture practises have recently joined our 
pipeline initiative, and are now designing modules to be installed on the site: MLKK and L.E.A.D to-
gether with Mavis Yip and Kristof Crolla who teaches architecture at CUHK.

Our new design workshop will take place in Mong Kok, Kowloon in the “Kowloon Walled City Park”. 
Previous to the workshop, students will be asked to make research on the Walled city history and 
later propose ideas on the re-development of the park. The students will also be taught about new 
architecture skills such as Grasshopper on Rhino5.

We hope to get your support and engagement in this initiative.

Yours truly,

Raphaël Monnier
Architect and Urban Planner
Graduate from McGill University
Co-Founder of Blue Temple in Myanmar
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